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Joint Committee Report in pursuant to order dated 10.05.2024 

passed by Hon’ble NGT in the matter of Original Application No. 

176/2024 Ajeet Kumar Gupta Versus State of UP & Ors. 

 

  
 

1. Hon’ble NGT vide its Order 10.05.2024 passed by Hon’ble NGT in the matter 

of Original Application No. 176/2024 Ajeet Kumar Gupta Versus State of UP & 

Ors., instructed the following:- 

  “5.……..we constitute a Joint Committee comprising of representatives of 

Principal Secretary, Irrigation and Water Resources Development Department, 

Government of Uttar Pradesh, Principal Secretary, Department of Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change, Government of Uttar Pradesh and Member 

Secretary, Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board and District Magistrate, 

Sonbhadra and Divisional Forest Officer, Sonbhadra direct the same to meet 

within two weeks, undertake visits to the site, look into the grievances of the 

applicant, associate the applicant and representative of the concerned project 

proponent, verify the factual position and suggest appropriate remedial action. 

Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board will be the nodal agency for coordination 

and compliance. 

6. Reply/response by respondents no. 1 to 6 and Report of the Joint Committee 

be filed within two months through e-filing portal in the form of searchable 

PDF/OCR Supported PDF and not in the form of Image PDF. 

 7. List the matter for further consideration on 23.08.2024……” 

2.  In order to above, the following members have been nominated by the 

concerned departments for the said committee:- 

a. Shri Shadeo Kumar Mishra, ADM (F/R), Sonbhadra nominated by the 

District Magistrate, Sonbhdra. 

Annexure No.1 5515 210
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b. Shri Bhanendra Singh, Divisional Forest Officer, Renukoot Forest Division, 

Renukoot, Sonbhadra Nominated by the Additional Principal Secretory 

Department of Environment, Forest and climate change, Government of 

U.P.  

c. Shri Kunj Mohan Verma, Divisional Forest Officer ‘DFO’, Sonbhadra. 

d. Shri Sushil Kumar Singh, Executive Engineer, Rihand Dam Civil Division 

Pipri, Sonbhadra. 

e. Shri Umesh Kumar Gupta, Regional Officer, UPPCB, Sonbhadra nominated 

by the Member Secretory, U.P. Pollution Control Board, Lucknow.  

3. That the relevant part of the letter petition enumerating grievances of the 

applicants is reproduced as follows:- 

ß----------fo"k;&Mksafx;k tyk'k; fiijh lksuHkæ ds fjtoZ QkjsLV esa uxj iapk;r fiijh ds 

 ps;jeSu rFkk E.O. (Executive Officer) }kjk taxyksa dks dVok dj voSèk dCtk djus rFkk 

 ou] oU;thoksa ,oa tyh; tarqvksa ds thou dks mRiUu vklUu ladV fo"k;dA 
 

  egksn;] 
 

fuosnu gS fd Mksafx;k tyk'k; fiijh] lksuHkæ dk lEiw.kZ fgLlk fjtoZ QkjsLV esa vkrk gS 

rFkk ;gk¡ ?kuk taxy gS] ftlesa fgj.k] rsanqvk] lkgh] HksfM+;k] eksj] yaxwj] canj rFkk vU; 

taxyh tkuojksa dk fuokl LFkku gS rFkk Mksafx;k tyk'k; ds ty esa exjePNksa dk fuokl gS 

rFkk ikuh ds chp fLFkr Vkiw ij exjePNksa dk feyu LFky (Basking site) gSA bl txg ij 

uxj iapk;r fiijh ds ps;jeSu fnfXot; çrki flag rFkk E.O. (Executive Officer) }kjk vius 

yksxksa ds lkFk feydj fjtoZ QkjsLV ds taxy dks pksjh fNis dVok dj Lo;a rFkk vius 

HkkbZ;ksa vkSj lEcfèk;ksa }kjk voSèk dCtk fd;k tk jgk gSA ou foHkkx dh dqN tehu ij uxj 

iapk;r fiijh ds vè;{k }kjk voSèk dCtk djds xkS'kkyk dk fuekZ.k Hkh fd;k x;k gSA ogk¡ 

dbZ txgksa ij buds Hkkb;ksa] fe=ksa rFkk fj'rsnkjksa rFkk lxs lacafèk;ksa dks Hkh bUgksaus dCtk 

djok;k gS] ftlds fy, buds Åij dbZ ckj ou foHkkx us eqdnek Hkh ntZ djk;k gSA orZeku 

le; esa uxj iapk;r fiijh vè;{k fnfXot; çrki flag] dk;Zdkjh vfèkdkjh rFkk buds lkFk 

ds yksx feydj ou foHkkx ds fjtoZ Q‚jsLV esa fLFkr Mksafx;k tyk'k; rd tkus ds fy, isM+ksa 

dks dkVdj lM+d pkSM+k dj jgs gSa rFkk Mksafx;k tyk'k; ij dCtk djds ogka ij O;fäxr 

cksfVax LFkkfir djuk pkgrs gSaA] rFkk lkFk gh lkFk ikuh ds chp fLFkr ,d Vkiw ij] tks ?kus 

56 16211
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taxyksa ls vkPNkfnr gS ij Hkh isM+ksa dh dVkbZ djok ds voSèk dCtk dj jsLVksjsaV [kksyus dh 

dok;n py jgh gSA blds fy, vius yksxksa dks Hkh fjtoZ QkjsLV esa voSèk :i ls clkus gsrq 

taxyksa dh dVkbZ bu yksxksa }kjk djk;k tk jgk gSA blds fy, ou foHkkx fiijh us muds 

Åij dk;Zokgh Hkh fd;k gS] ysfdu ou foHkkx }kjk fd;s tk jgs fdlh Hkh dk;Zokgh dk muds 

Åij dksbZ vlj ugha gSA D;ksafd uxj iapk;r fiijh ds vè;{k fnfXot; çrki flag Lo;a dks 

taxy dk jktk o HkwekfQ;k dgrs gSa vkSj ,d ncax çdkj ds O;fä gSaA muds bl çdkj ds 

fØ;k dykiksa ls ou] oU;thoksa] ty&thoksa rFkk ekuo thou dks dks Hkh [krjk gSA ogk¡ vk;s 

fnu voSèk dCts dks ysdj taxyksa dh voSèk dVkbZ gksrh jgrh gS rFkk oU; thoksa dk f'kdkj 

Hkh fd;k tkrk gSA vHkh dqN fnu igys gh ,d cM+s exjePN dks ekj dj cM+s gh csjgeh ls 

mldk flj] èkM+ ls vyx dj fn;k x;k ftldk iksLVekVZe ou foHkkx fiijh }kjk djk;k 

x;kA blds iwoZ f'kdkj dj ds fgj.k rFkk eksj dks Hkh ekjk x;kA bu lHkh e`r thoksa dh 

QksVks lkFk esa layXu gS rFkk bldk iw.kZ fooj.k ou foHkkx fiijh }kjk çkIr fd;k tk ldrk 

gSA ysfdu ogk¡ ¼Mksafx;k tyk'k; fiijh½ ij uxj iapk;r fiijh ds ps;jeSu }kjk voSèk dCtk 

djus dk ç;kl tkjh gS rFkk ikuh ds chp fLFkr mä Vkiw ij] tks exjePNksa dk ckfLdax 

lkbV gS ij jsLVksjsaV cukus ds fy, ftyk ç'kklu rFkk ou foHkkx ij Åij ls ¼'kklu rFkk 

ljdkj dks Hkzfer dj ds rFkk xyr lwpuk ds vkèkkj ij½ ncko Myokus dk ç;kl fd;k tk 

jgk gSA blds lkFk gh Mksafx;k tyk'k;] fjgan MSe dkQh laosnu'khy ,fj;k gS rFkk dkQh 

xgjk gSA  

ogk¡ dh fLFkfr dks ns[krs gq, ogk¡ i;ZVu dks c<+kok gsrq ukSdk lapkyu dj jgh laLFkk us 

Hkh 3 ekg iwoZ gh fyf[kr :i ls ftyk i;ZVu vfèkdkjh lksuHkæ dks] ogk¡ ¼Mksafx;k tyk'k; 

fiijh esa½ fdlh Hkh i;ZVu lEcaèkh fØ;k dyki dks u djus lEcaèkh viuk lq>ko@fjiksVZ fn;k 

Fkk] ftldh dkih lkFk esa layXu gS]A mä laLFkk }kjk nh xbZ fjiksVZ ds vkèkkj ij 

ftykfèkdkjh lksuHkæ us ukSdk lapkyu rqjar can djk fn;kA ou foHkkx fiijh us ou {ks= ij 

voSèk dCtk dks ysdj uxj iapk;r fiijh ds orZeku ps;jeSu fnfXot; çrki flag] muds 

HkkbZ] fe=ksa lEcfUèk;ksa rFkk uxj iapk;r fiijh ds dk;Zdkjh vfèkdkjh ds Åij FIR Hkh fd;k gS 

rFkk dsl Hkh dkVk gS] ftldk fooj.k fuEuor~ gS%& 
 

FIR No-&155@2019 

Sections ¼èkkjk,a½ & 

1:- 5/26 of IFA-1927 

2:- 3(2) of FCA 1980 

3:- 27, 29, 39 D, Sec. of WLPA 1972 

4:- 3(2) S. of Public Property 19845:- Sec. 447 of IPC 
 

vfHk;qä 
 

1:& vfuy flag iq= vkjåihå flag 

2:& fnfXot; flag iq= 'k=q?u flag  

vkjksi i= la[;k&A-158 11/09/2019  

5717 212
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eqdnek la[;k& 6001/2020) 

CJM Court Sonbhadra 

dqN çkIr FIR dh dkih lkFk esa layXu gSA 

 

vr% vkils fouez vuqjksèk gS fd Mksafx;k tyk'k;] fjgan Mse dk fgLlk gksus ds dkj.k 

vfr laosnu'khy gSA mldh lqj{kk dks è;ku esa j[krs gq, rFkk ou] oU; thoksa] ty& thoksa] 

ç—fr] i;kZoj.k rFkk ekuo thou dks mRiUu vklku ladV ls cpkus gsrq ogk¡ fdlh Hkh çdkj 

ds i;ZVu lacafèkr fØ;kdykiksa rFkk Vkiw ij uxj iapk;r }kjk cuk, tkus okys jsLVksjsaV dks 

iwjh rjg ls jksd nsus dk vkns'k çnku djus dh —ik djsaA rFkk lkFk gh uxj iapk;r fiijh 

ds ps;jeSu fnfXot; çrki flag rFkk muds HkkbZ;ksa] fe=ksa rFkk uxj iapk;r fiijh ds 

dk;Zdkjh vfèkdkjh ds Åij vuq'kklukRed o naMkRed dk;Zokgh djus dk vkns'k çnku djus 

dh —ik djsa rFkk lkFk gh ftyk ç'kklu ,oa i;ZVu foHkkx dks Hkh ogk¡ ukSdk fogkj rFkk 

fdlh Hkh çdkj ds i;ZVu fodkl ds dk;ksZa dks rRdky çHkko ls can djus dk vkns'k çnku 

djus dh —ik djsa] rkfd ou] oU; tho] ty tho ds lkFk&lkFk ekuo thou] ç—fr rFkk 

i;kZoj.k Hkh lqjf{kr gks lds----------ß 

 

4. The Committee members discussed and decided a date for carrying out field 

visit on 01.08.2024. Intimation letter has been issued to all concerning 

department by UPPCB vide letter dated 27.07.2024 (Annexure-A). The joint 

committee conducted the site visit on the date-01.08.2024 along with 

applicant namely Shri Ajeet Kumar Gupta.  

5. The salient observations found during visit and recommendation made by 

the joint committee members are summarized as follows: - 

I. Field Observations: 

 

a) There was no ongoing boating activity was observed by the team on the 

‘Dongia Reservoir’.  

b) There was no construction of restaurant found by the team at the ‘Dongia 

Reservoir’.  

58 18213
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c) There was no found any direct evidence of tree cutting near bank of 

‘Dongia Reservoir’ during spot visit.  

d)  During the visit it was observed that earlier efforts were made to widen 

the road but at the time of visit, work found to be closed. Divisional Forest 

officer informed that legal action was taken against persons involved in 

road widening work after that work was stopped.  

e) The structure of old cow shed was found situated approximate 500 meter 

away from bank of ‘Dongia Reservoir ‘in notified area of Nagar Panchyat 

Pipri-Sonbhadra. 

f) There was no found animal dead body during ground inspection. 

However, Divisional Forest Officer ‘DFO’ Renukoot, Sonbhadra informed 

that the dead body of wild animal within forest area found in past and 

disposed after postmortem by veterinary officer. 

II. Spot-Memo prepared based on ground inspection in the presence of 

joint committee members and other staff as well as applicant namely Shri 

Ajeet Kumar Gupta, which is attached herewith as Annexure-B. 

III. Photographs of site visit are as follows: - 
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6. The Nagar Panchayat, Pipri Sonbhadra advertised a tender through daily 

news-paper for establishment of barricading, coloured cemented seating 

bench, iron mesh including other works as per record provided by forest 

division. However after objection by the forest department, Nagar Panchayat 

Pipari, Sonbhadra vide its letter dated 03.11.2023 informed that above 

mentioned work as construction / any other work is not going on and 

stopped per instruction of District Magistrate, Sonbhadra. Copy of letter 

dated-03.11.2023 is attached herewith as Annexure-C. 

7. Divisional Forest officer Renukoot informed that said area was under the 

Class-B Forest, which was considered as a reserved forest in 1907. These type 

of land falls under the category of reserved forest under section of 20 A of 

Indian forest Act 1927. After that the said area was transferred to the forest 

department by the Revenue department in 1950 for the management by the 

order of Governor of Uttar Pradesh. Without considering the above facts a 

notification to constitute the Nagar Panchayat-Pipri was issued in 1958.  Since 

to declare any old reserve forest to the reserved forest under section 20 of 

60 20215
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Indian Forest Act 1927, it essential to notify the old reserve again under the 

section 4 of Indian Forest act 1927. Hence a notification was issued by the 

Governor of Uttar Pradesh to notify the said area under section 4 of Indian 

forest act 1927 in 1966. Right now, the matter is under proceeding of Forest 

settlement as per provisions of Indian Forest act 1927.   

8. Divisional Forest Officer ‘DFO’ Renukoot, Sonbhadra informed that the 

matter about to widening work of the road within forest area came into light 

in past. For which, action had initiated against defaulters by concerning forest 

department as per law. (Annexure-D) 

9. Divisional Forest Officer ‘DFO’ Renukoot, Sonbhadra informed that the dead 

body of female Cheetal within forest area near ‘Dongia Reservoir’ found on 

14.04.2023 and disposed after postmortem by veterinary officer. As per 

postmortem report, the cause of death of the cheetal was found to be killed 

by a wild animal. (Annexure-E) 

10. -Divisional Forest Officer ‘DFO’ Renukoot, Sonbhadra informed that the dead 

body of male Crocodile at bank of ‘Dongia Reservoir’ found on 11.10.2023 

and disposed after postmortem by veterinary officer. (Annexure-F) 

Conclusion / Recommendations / Suggestions: 

 Spot-Memo prepared based on ground inspection in the presence of joint 

committee members and other staff as well as applicant namely Shri Ajeet Kumar 

Gupta. Boating activity in reservoir, construction activity of Restaurant, evidence 

about to tree cutting near bank of reservoir, dead body of animals were not found 
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during site visit as per field observations. For past violation about to tree cutting 

and widening of road in forest area, action has been initiated against defaulters by 

forest department as per law. Hence, the suggestion of the joint committee is as 

follows: -  

a) No development activity should be done by Nagar Panchayat-Pipri without 

prior permission under the Forest conservation Act 1980 from Forest 

Department.  

The above Joint Committee report may be filed for kind information and 

consideration of this Committee. 

 

Name of the Committee members Signature 

1. Shri Shadeo Kumar Mishra,  

ADM (F/R),  

Sonbhadra.  

 

2. Shri (Dr.) Bhanendra Singh,  

Divisional Forest Officer,  

Renukoot Forest Division, Sonbhadra. 

 

3. Shri  Kunj Mohan Verma,  

Divisional Forest Officer ‘ DFO’,  

Sonbhadra. 

 

4. Shri  Sushil Kumar Singh,  

Executive Engineer,  

Rihand Dam Civil Division Pipri, Sonbhadra. 

 

5. Shri Umesh Kumar Gupta  

Regional Officer, UPPCB 

Sonbhadra. 

 

Dated: 16.08.2024 
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